
BROWNS VALLEY CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

BROWNS VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY MEETING ROOM 

Monday January 09, 2023 -5:30 P.M. 

AGENDA 
Call to order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call: Mike Heck Tony Miller Neil Madison Jan Biewer Devan Dobbs 
Others in attendance: Jodi Hook-Hansen, Tony Serocki, Bernice Piechowski, and Terry Biewer 
Absent: 

Oath of Office for newly elected members: 
Mayor - Mike Heck term expires 2024 
Council- Jan Biewer term expires 2026 
Council- Devan Dobbs term expires 2026 

Public Hearing 

Approval of Agenda: 
Consent Agenda 

► December 191'\ 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes
► For a grand total of $124,771.37

Wages: January 3rd = $11,971.80 

Claims: January 9th = $112,366.24 + 433.33 End of Dec Bills 

► Treasurer report

► Delinquency report

► Resolution 23-01 a Resolution Accepting a Donation to the City
► Resolution 23-02 a Resolution allowing wire/automated bank payments
►

Department Reports: Ambulance-Fire Department-Public Works-Library-Admin/Code Officer 

Unfinished Business: 
New Business: 

► Approval of the Appointments and Committees
► Approval to remove Ken Warren from bank accounts and add Jan Biewer
► Approval of Standard Mileage rate of 65.5 cents
► Approval of Wage Schedule for Union Members
► Approval of Piechowski Medicare monthly payment
► Approval of John Deere quote for offset rotary cutter
► Approval of Tobacco Licenses

o Cenex
o Dollar General

Other Business: 
Dates: 
Items for council to consider for future: Committees to review Personnel Handbook and Ordinance Book 
& EDA Committee 

Next scheduled meeting Monday January 23rd 
- 5:30 PM 

Adjournment: Time ___ _ 

NOTE: The agenda is produced in advance of the council meeting. The actual meeting may consist of 
additional items, as may come before the council after the agenda is posted, or during the meeting 
itself. 



Browns Valley Regular City Council Meeting Approved Minutes 
December 19, 2022 

The regular council meeting of the City of Browns Valley, MN was held in the meeting room of the 
Public Library. Council members present were Mayor Mike Heck, Ken Warren, Neil Madison, Kenny 
Westbrock. Also, in attendance were City Maintenance Tony Serocki, City Administrator Jodi Hook­
Hansen, Library Director Bernice Piechowski, Code Enforcement Officer Terry Biewer, and City 
Attorney Matt Franzese. 

Absent: Tony Miller 

Others present: Jan Biewer, Edith Foren, Deputy Andy Miller, Devan Dobbs 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Mike Heck. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 

Agenda 

Upon a motion by Warren with a second by Madison, the Council unanimously approved the agenda 
with the additions of Resolution 22-37, a Resolution Approving the Final 2023 Operational Budget for 
the City of Browns Valley. 

Public Hearing: A Hearing for Tax Assessments 
Upon a motion by Warren with a second by Madison, the Council unanimously approved the Resolution 
22-35, a Resolution Certifying Unpaid Charges.

Consent Agenda 
► Upon a motion by Westbrock with a second by Warren, the Council unanimously approved the

December 5, 2022, Regular Meeting Minutes.

► Upon a motion by Madison with a second by Warren, the Council unanimously approved the claims
for a grand total of $250,733.36 Wages December 16th

= 6,918.41
Claims: December 16th 

=$243,814.95.

► Upon a motion by Warren with a second by Madison, the Council unanimously approved the
Resolution 22-36, a Resolution Accepting a Donation to the City in the amount of $820.00 from the
Browns Valley Charity Drive.

Department Reports: 
• Deputy Miller was present from the Sheriff's office and asked the Council if they had any

questions. The Council did not have any questions at this time.

• City Administrator Hook-Hansen gave a verbal report on administrative items completed in the
office. She also asked City Attorney Franzese if restitution will be available for the fire hydrant
that was recently damaged Franzese said he will see seek restitution, but needs a bill for the
damage.
She then informed the Council about the following surplus equipment: (1) 1985 Chevy Fire
Truck PIO; (2) 1986 Chevy Tanker Truck; (3) 1988 Fire Truck; and (4) old red City maintenance
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truck. She said that she has not received the information to properly advertise the equipment to 
sell, and that she and Biewer are working on retrieving the information and working on getting a 
title for the 1985 Chevy Fire Truck P 10. Once all the information is received the equipment will 
be advertised for sale. 

► Upon a motion by Miller with a second by Westbrock, the Council unanimously approved to
advertise on mnbid.org once all vehicle information is received.

• Library Director Piechowski gave a verbal repo1i about activities at the library.

• Code Enforcement Officer Biewer gave a verbal report on actions done to enforce City
ordinances and items completed in the office.

• City Maintenance Serocki gave verbal report on public works items completed.

• City Attorney Franzese gave a verbal report on legal items he has been working on. He said that
a hearing date for administrative search warrants for certain non-compliant rental homes has
been set.

Communications: Heck and Madison met with Library Director Bernice Piechowski to discuss the 
library budget. Heck said they worked on the budget and were able to reduce it by $5000. This was 
achieved by having Piechowski reduce her work hours from 36 hours per week to 33 hours per work. 
This will also result in eliminating 3 hours of open time at Library. 

Unfinished Business: 
► Upon a motion by Warren with a second by Madison, the Council approved the 2023 budget as

presented.

► Upon a motion by Heck with a second by Madison, the Council approved the Resolution 22-37, a
Resolution Approving the Final 2023 Operational Budget and Levy for the City of Browns Valley.

New Business: 
► Upon a motion by Warren with a second by Madison, the Council unanimously rejected repealing

Ordinance Section 120.27, an Ordinance Requiring Criminal Background Checks of Potential New
Tenants at Rental Properties. The Council believed it should remain in effect and enforced.

► Upon a motion by Heck with a second by Warren, the Council approved the Amendment to the
Ordinance Section 91.02 (B)(2)(A), an Ordinance Dealing with the Licensing of Dogs. Upon a
motion by Warren with a second by Westbrock, the Council also approved a summary ordinance for
publication in the newspaper.

► Upon a motion by Madison with a second by Westbrock, the Council approved the Documentation
of Snow and Ice Removal.

► Upon a motion by Madison with a second by Westbrock, the Council approved of deeding 50' west
of20-0058000 City Shop to Paula and Bryce Heinje -Valley Vet 20-0059000. Since this transaction
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involves the division of the parcel, it will be completed upon receipt of a survey of the prope1ty, as 
required by county ordinance. 

Other Business: 

Hook-Hansen discussed about transferring money from account 603-10100 Refuse fund to 101-10 l 00 
General fund. 
► Upon a motion by Miller with a second by Warren, the Council unanimously approved to transfer in

the amount of$8O,OOO.OO from account 603-10100 Refuse Fund to 101-10100 General Fund.

Public Forum: 

Upcoming Dates: 
December 29 th Union Meeting 

Items for council to consider for future: Committees to review Personnel Handbook and Ordinance 
Book & EDA Committee 

Next scheduled meeting: Monday January 9th at 5:30 p.m. 

The meeting adjourned at 6: 15 p.m. 

Minutes submitted by: 

Jodi Hook-Hansen, City Administrator 
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Approved by: 

Mike Heck, Mayor/ Acting Mayor 



RESOLUTION NO. 22-35 

A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING UNPAID CHARGES 

WHEREAS, pursuant to proper notice duly given as required by law, the City Council has met, 
heard, and passed upon all objections to the proposed ce1tifications of unpaid charges for 
municipal fees and utilities; and 

WHEREAS, the amounts of bad debt have been minimized through diligent collection effo1ts by 
staff. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BROWNS VALLEY, MINNESOTA AS FOLLOWS: 

Such proposed certification of unpaid charges, a copy of which is hereby attached as Exhibit 1 
and made a part hereof, is hereby accepted and shall constitute a lien against the lands named 
herein 

Such ce1tification shall be payable over a period of one year on or before the first Monday in 
January. 

The owner of the affected prope1ty may, at any time prior to ce1tification of unpaid charges to 
the County Auditor, pay the whole of the ce1tified unpaid charges on such propetty, with interest 
accrued to date of payment, to the City Administrator or Deputy Clerk, except that no interest 
shall be charged if the entire certified amount is paid within thirty (30) days from the adoption of 
the resolution. The taxpayer may at any time thereafter, pay the City Clerk or County Auditor, 
the entire amount certified and remaining unpaid, with interest accrued to December 31, of the 
year in which payment is made. Such payment must be made before November 1 51, or interest 
will be charged through December 31 of the following year. If the owner decides not to prepay, 
the assessment before the date given above, the rate of interest that will apply is 5 percent per 
year. 

The clerk shall fo1thwith transmit a certified copy of this ce1tification role to the County Auditor 
to be extended on the property tax lists of the county and such certified unpaid charges shall be 
collected and paid over in the same manner as property taxes 

Passed by the City Council of Browns Valley, Minnesota this 19th day of December, 2022. 

�l� 














































